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(57) ABSTRACT

An image display apparatus includes a liquid crystal panel
with a dual-view function to display two different first and
second screen-sized images that are visible in a driver-seat
direction and a passenger-seat direction, respectively. The
first screen-sized image in the driver-seat direction contains a
guidance image and a guidance manipulation image; the sec-
ond screen-sized image in the passenger-seat direction con-
tains a video image and a video manipulation image. When an
occupant in the driver seat manipulates an icon within the
guidance manipulation image on the liquid crystal display
panel, the same guidance manipulation image is also dis-
played in the passenger-seat direction by replacing the video
manipulation image.
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1
IMAGE DISPLAY APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is based on Japanese Patent Appli-
cationNo. 2012-116630 filed on May 22, 2012, the disclosure
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an image display appara-
tus which displays a plurality of different images correspond-
ing to a plurality of visual recognition directions, the different
images being visible from the respective visual recognition
directions.

BACKGROUND ART

[Patent Literature 1] JP 2005-284592 A

Patent Literature 1 describes an in-vehicle image display
apparatus of dual-view type. The in-vehicle image display
apparatus simultaneously displays, in the screen, a plurality
of screen-sized images to be visible from a plurality of visual
recognition directions, respectively. That is, a first screen-
sized image containing a guidance image for navigation is
visible from a driver seat or in a driver-seat direction, whereas
a second screen-sized image containing a video image repro-
duced by a DVD player is visible from a front passenger seat
or in a front-passenger-seat direction.

In addition, the in-vehicle image display apparatus dis-
plays a first manipulation image for the guidance image in the
driver-seat direction and a second manipulation image for the
video image in the front-passenger-seat direction. Each
manipulation image contains a plurality of icons. To manipu-
late the icon, a touch panel is provided to be laminated on the
screen of the in-vehicle image display apparatus.

However, the touch panel does not determine from which
visual recognition direction an icon is manipulated. There-
fore, the in-vehicle image display apparatus of Patent Litera-
ture 1 displays the icons for the guidance image to be located
at positions on the screen as being separate from the positions
on the screen of the icons for the video image.

In the image display apparatus of dual-view type, a first
manipulation image is visible from a first visual recognition
direction but invisible from a second visual recognition direc-
tion other than the first visual recognition direction. Even if
the icons for the first visual recognition direction are dis-
played as being separate from the icons for the second visual
recognition direction, as mentioned above, a person located in
the second visual recognition direction does not understand
which icon a person located in the first visual recognition
direction manipulates. The person in the second visual rec-
ognition direction may touch the screen of the image display
apparatus, possibly causing an erroneous manipulation.

In addition, the person in the second visual recognition
direction may extend the hand to the image display apparatus
during the manipulation by the person in the first visual rec-
ognition direction. In such a case, the person in the first visual
recognition direction may have an erroneous recognition to
suppose that the person in the second visual recognition
direction cause an erroneous manipulation.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide an image
display apparatus, which provides a prevention measure in a
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manipulation state where a first person in a first visual recog-
nition direction performs a manipulation to a manipulation
image. That is, under the manipulation state of the first per-
son, a second person in a second visual recognition direction
may be prevented from causing an erroneous manipulation
while the first person in the first visual recognition direction
may be prevented from having an erroneous recognition to
suppose that the second person in the second visual recogni-
tion direction causes an erroneous manipulation.

To achieve the above object, according to an aspect of the
present disclosure, an It is an object of the present disclosure
to provide an image display apparatus as follows. A display
portion is included which displays a plurality of images cor-
responding to a plurality of visual recognition directions, the
images being visible from the respective visual recognition
directions, the visual recognition directions including a first
visual recognition direction and a second visual recognition
direction. A manipulation reception portion is included which
receives a manipulation via one of a plurality of manipulation
images that are included in the images displayed by the dis-
play portion, the manipulation images being visible from the
respective visual recognition directions, the manipulation
images including a first manipulation image corresponding to
the first visual recognition direction and a second manipula-
tion image corresponding to the second visual recognition
direction. An action detection portion is included which
detects whether a manipulator, who is located in one of the
visual recognition directions, takes an action to perform a
manipulation to the manipulation reception portion. A control
circuit is included which executes a control corresponding to
a manipulation, which is performed by the manipulator to the
manipulation reception portion via one of the manipulation
images in the display portion. An erroneous recognition pre-
vention section is included which controls the display portion
to display the first manipulation image in the second visual
recognition direction when the manipulation reception por-
tion receives a subject manipulation via the first manipulation
image by a subject manipulator, who is located in the first
visual recognition direction, the subject manipulator being
detected by the action detection portion as taking the action to
perform the subject manipulation to the manipulation recep-
tion portion.

Under the above configuration, the first manipulation
image is displayed in the second visual recognition direction
by replacing the second manipulation image when the
manipulator in the first visual recognition direction manipu-
lates the first manipulation image in the first visual recogni-
tion direction. This can provide a caution to a person in the
second visual recognition direction. The person in the second
visual recognition direction may be prevented from touching
the screen of the image display apparatus; thus, the person in
the second visual recognition direction can be prevented from
causing an erroneous manipulation, from a viewpoint of a
person in the first visual recognition direction.

Further, the above caution to the person in the second
visual recognition direction may prevent the person in the
second visual recognition direction from extending a hand
towards the image display apparatus; thus, the person in the
first visual recognition direction may be prevented from hav-
ing an erroneous recognition to suppose that the person in the
second visual recognition direction causes an erroneous
manipulation.

Further, as an optional aspect, the action detection portion
may detect that a manipulator, who is located in one of the
visual recognition directions, takes an action to perform a
manipulation to the manipulation reception portion when the
action detection portion detects that the manipulator moves a
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hand closer to a screen of the display portion or moves a hand
into contact with the screen of the display portion.

Thus, only when the manipulator in the first visual recog-
nition direction moves a hand closer to the display portion in
order to perform a manipulation via the first manipulation
image, the caution may be provided to the second visual
recognition direction, without need to provide a special
manipulation of preventing an erroneous manipulation or
erroneous recognition from occurring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features, and advantages of
the present disclosure will become more apparent from the
following detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
image display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining images displayed on a
liquid crystal display panel;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart diagram illustrating an erroneous
recognition prevention process;

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining a state where a manipu-
lation image displayed in a front-passenger-seat direction is
switched into an image that is identical to a manipulation
image displayed in a driver-seat direction;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart diagram illustrating a finish process;
and

FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining another state where a
manipulation image displayed in a front-passenger-seat
direction is switched into an image that is identical to a
manipulation image displayed in a driver-seat direction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereafter, description will be given to an embodiment of
the present disclosure with reference to the drawings.

[Configuration]

Animage display apparatus 1 according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure is mounted in a subject vehicle and
includes a central control circuit 10, a liquid crystal display
controller 11, an action detection sensor 12, a display
switchover switch 13, a display setting switch 14, a manipu-
lation detection circuit 15, and memories 16a, 165.

In addition, the image display apparatus 1 further includes
a DVD apparatus 20, a navigation apparatus 22, a liquid
crystal display panel 24, and a touch panel 26. The central
control circuit 10 is a computer apparatus containing a CPU,
ROM, and RAM (none shown); it executes various processes
such as an erroneous recognition prevention process men-
tioned later. The central control circuit 10 communicates with
the memories 16a and 165 about the information necessary
for execution of the various processes, and performs writing
and reading of the necessary information.

The liquid crystal display controller 11 is a control appa-
ratus for image displays which displays various images on a
screen of the liquid crystal display panel 24 based on (i) image
information inputted via the central control circuit 10 from
the DVD apparatus 20 or the navigation apparatus 22, or (ii)
control information inputted from central control circuit 10
executing the various processes.

The action detection sensor 12 is a sensor which detects an
action of an occupant or manipulator such as a driver A sitting
on a driver seat and a front passenger B sitting on a front
passenger seat. Hereinafter, the front passenger may be
referred to as a passenger; the front passenger seat may be
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referred to as a passenger seat. The action detection sensor 12
is disposed at a position near a roof light which is installed in
a front side of a compartment ceiling between the driver seat
and the passenger seat. The sensing method by the action
detection sensor 12 is known by such as KINECT (registered
trademark); thus, the detailed explanation is not given.

The display switchover switch 13 is a switch to change to
one of three settings of a driver seat side, a neutral, and a
passenger seat side; it is a mechanical switch installed in a
console panel (unshown) for requesting switchover of
manipulation images displayed on the liquid crystal display
panel 24. For example, when this switch 13 is set to the driver
setting, the central control circuit 10 executes the control,
which displays a driver-side manipulation image 325 not only
in a driver-side direction (i.e., on a driver-seat side) but also in
a passenger-side direction (i.e., on a passenger-seat side) on
the liquid crystal display panel 24 (refer to FI1G. 4). This will
be explained later.

The display setting switch 14 is a mechanical switch (un-
shown) installed in a console panel for various settings about
the display of the various images in the liquid crystal display
panel 24. For instance, the display setting switch 14 is used
for setting an approval (YES) or disapproval (NO) of a
switchover process (refer to FIG. 4), which switches a pas-
senger-side manipulation image 305 (refer to FIG. 2), which
is displayed in the passenger-side direction, into the driver-
side manipulation image 325 (refer to FIG. 4). The various
kinds of settings performed using the display setting switch
14 will be explained as needed.

The manipulation detection circuit 15 is a circuit to calcu-
late a coordinate of a position of a manipulation on the touch
panel 26 based on a manipulation signal, which is inputted
from the touch panel 26 when the manipulation is performed
on the touch panel 26.

The DVD apparatus 20 is an apparatus which reads infor-
mation, such as video recorded on a DVD. The DVD appa-
ratus 20 outputs information to the central control circuit 10
based on control signals received from the central control
circuit 10; the information includes image information of
video read from a DVD.

The navigation apparatus 22 includes a reception apparatus
(unshown) which receives signals for specifying a present
position of the subject vehicle from GPS satellites. The navi-
gation apparatus 22 is an apparatus which prepares guidance
images for navigation (for example, an image of a map where
a sign of a present position is superimposed) based on the
information acquired from the reception apparatus. The navi-
gation apparatus 22 outputs information to the central control
circuit 10 based on control signals received from the central
control circuit 10; the information includes image informa-
tion such as route guidance image.

The liquid crystal display panel 24 is installed in the con-
sole panel (unshown); it is controlled by the central control
circuit 10 or the liquid crystal display controller 11 to display
the video read by the DVD apparatus 20 or the guidance
image prepared by the navigation apparatus 22.

The liquid crystal display panel 24 is a liquid crystal panel
with a dual-view function or mode to permit displaying a
driver-side image visible from the driver-side direction (i.e.,
on the driver-seat side), and a passenger-side image visible
from the passenger-side direction (i.e., on the passenger-seat
side) at the same time; the driver-side image may be different
from the passenger-side image. The touch panel 26 is a trans-
parent panel laminated on the screen of the liquid crystal
display panel 24. When a manipulator performs a manipula-
tion on the touch panel 26 by touching a position on the touch
panel 26, the touch panel 26 outputs a manipulation signal,
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which is used to calculate the position of the manipulation, to
the manipulation detection circuit 15.

[Displayed Images]

The following will explain images displayed on the liquid
crystal display panel 24 of the image display apparatus 1 with
reference to FIG. 2.

As explained above, the image display apparatus 1 of the
present embodiment includes the liquid crystal display panel
24 installed in the console panel (unshown). The liquid crystal
display panel 24 displays a video image 30 and/or a guidance
image 32, which are outputted from the DVD apparatus 20
and/or the navigation apparatus 22, on the screen 24a.

In addition, sub images 30a and 32a and manipulation
images 305 and 3254 are displayed on the liquid crystal display
panel 24 as images associated with the video image 30 and the
guidance image 32. The sub images 30a and 32a and the
manipulation images 305 and 325 are displayed based on the
image information stored in the central control circuit 10, and
image information outputted from the DVD apparatus 20, and
the navigation apparatus 22. The layout of the images is
adjusted based on the control by the central control circuit 10
or the liquid crystal display controller 11.

The sub image 30q is displayed directly under the video
image 30. The display content of the sub image 30qa includes
a title and a reproducing time of the video image 30; the
images are displayed based on the information outputted
from the DVD apparatus 20. The sub image 32qa is also
displayed directly under the guidance image 32. The display
content of the sub image 32a includes information necessary
for route guidance such as congestion information, which is
displayed based on the information outputted from the navi-
gation apparatus 22.

Further, the manipulation images 306 and 326 are dis-
played under the sub images 30a and 32a. The manipulation
image 305 contains a plurality of icons, which indicate fast
forward, rewinding, rewinding skip, and fast forward skip of
the video image 30 and increase and decrease of the sound
volume.

In addition, the manipulation image 325 contains a plural-
ity of icons, which include present position designation, des-
tination designation, map enlargement (wide area), map
reduction (details), and settlement (setting) of each manipu-
lation. According to the present embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 2, the video image 30, the sub image 30a, and the
manipulation image 305 are displayed to be visible in or from
the passenger-side direction (i.e., on the passenger-seat side);
the guidance image 32, the sub image 324, and the manipu-
lation image 325 are displayed to be visible in or from the
driver-side direction (i.e., on the driver-seat side). In contrast,
the guidance image 32, the sub image 324, and the manipu-
lation image 325, which are displayed to be visible in the
driver-side direction, is invisible (i.e., cannot be seen) from
the passenger-side direction; the video image 30, the sub
image 30a, and the manipulation image 305, which are dis-
played to be visible in the passenger-side direction, is invis-
ible (i.e., cannot be seen) from the driver-side direction.

Further, in other words, a passenger-side screen-sized
image may be defined as containing the video image 30, the
sub image 30a, and the manipulation image 305 and is dis-
played to be visible in or from the passenger-side direction
(i.e., on the passenger-seat side); a driver-side screen-sized
image may be defined as containing the guidance image 32,
the sub image 32qa, and the manipulation image 325 and is
displayed to be visible in or from the driver-side direction
(i.e., on the driver-seat side). In contrast, the passenger-side
screen-sized image, which is displayed to be visible in the
driver-side direction, is invisible (i.e., cannot be seen) from
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the passenger-side direction; the driver-side screen-sized
image, which is displayed to be visible in the passenger-side
direction, is invisible (i.e., cannot be seen) from the driver-
side direction.

Further, in the present embodiment, when the touch panel
26 is manipulated, the manipulation detection circuit 15
inputs the information, which is about the coordinate of the
manipulation position that is touched, to the central control
circuit 10. When the manipulation position is a position that
displays an icon included in the manipulation image 305 and
325, the central control circuit 10 outputs a control signal,
which is specified by the icon corresponding to the manipu-
lation position, to the DVD apparatus 20 or the navigation
apparatus 22.

To that end, under the present embodiment, when a
manipulation image displayed on the liquid crystal display
panel 24 is manipulated to receive a manipulation, the DVD
apparatus 20 or the navigation apparatus 22 is operated to
permit an image corresponding to the manipulation to appear
or be displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 24.

For example, when the DVD apparatus 20 is operated, a
reproduced image of video or a fast forward image may be
displayed as the video image 30; when the navigation appa-
ratus 22 is operated, an image of a map where a present
position is superimposed, or an image indicating a destination
may be displayed as the guidance image 32.

[Erroneous Recognition Prevention Process]

The following will explain an erroneous recognition pre-
vention process executed by the central control circuit 10 with
reference to FIG. 3.

The present erroneous recognition prevention process is
executed while the guidance image 32 is displayed to be
visible in the driver-side direction and the video image 30 is
displayed to be visible in the passenger-side direction (refer to
FIG. 2).

Itis further noted that a flowchart in the present application
includes sections (also referred to as steps), which are repre-
sented, for instance, as S10. Further, each section can be
divided into several sections while several sections can be
combined into a single section. Furthermore, each of thus
configured sections can be referred to as a module, device, or
means.

With a start of the process, S10 is executed first. At S10, it
is determined whether an automatic switchover is selected for
switching manipulation images, which are displayed in the
driver-side direction or the passenger-side direction. The
automatic switchover is started by detecting an action of a
driver A or a front passenger B using the action detection
sensor 12.

In detail, the above selection of the automatic switchover is
previously made by manipulating or switching the display
setting switch 14 between the automatic switchover and
manual switchover; the determination is made based on the
result of the selection. When it is determined that the auto-
matic switchover is selected, it is determined that a present
mode is a switchover mode (S10: YES). S12 thereby starts.
When it is determined that the manual switchover is selected,
it is determined that the present mode is not the switchover
mode (S10: NO). S30 thereby starts.

At S12, it is determined whether a driver A or a front
passenger B is performing a manipulation intention action
from the movement of the driver A in the driver seat and the
front passenger B in the passenger seat, whichever is detected
using the manipulation detection sensor 12; the manipulation
intention action is moving a hand closer to the liquid crystal
display panel 24 or moving a hand into contact with the liquid
crystal display panel 24.



US 9,262,997 B2

7

When itis determined that neither the driver A nor the front
passenger B is performing the manipulation intention action
(812: NO), a standby process starts. When it is determined
that the driver A is performing the manipulation intention
action (S12: DRIVER), S14 to S18 are executed. When it is
determined that the front passenger B is performing the
manipulation intention action (S12: PASSENGER), S20 to
S24 are executed.

It is noted that even when it is determined at S10 that the
automatic switchover is selected, whether to actually switch
the manipulation images can be predetermined by manipu-
lating the display setting switch 14. In other words, manipu-
lating the display setting switch 14 permits the selection of
whether the process at S16 and subsequent are actually
executed to switch the manipulation images with respect to
the passenger-side direction when the driver A is performing
the manipulation intention action at S14. Similarly, manipu-
lating the display setting switch 14 permits the selection of
whether the process at S22 and subsequent are actually
executed to switch the manipulation images with respect to
the driver-side direction when the front passenger B is per-
forming the manipulation intention action at S20. In detail, at
S14, it is determined whether starting a process, which
switches the sub image 30a and manipulation image 305, is
actually permitted or not.

When it is determined that switching of the manipulation
image 305 or the like in the passenger-side direction is per-
mitted (S14: YES), S16 is executed. When it is determined
that it is not permitted (S14: NO), the present process ends
and S16 is repeatedly executed.

AtS16, the sub image 30a and the manipulation image 305,
which have been displayed in the passenger-side direction
(refer to FIG. 2), are switched into the sub image 32q and the
manipulation image 325, which are currently displayed in the
driver-side direction (refer to FIG. 4). Thereby, a caution may
be provided for preventing the front passenger B from touch-
ing a part of the displayed manipulation image 325 or the like.

At 818, it is determined whether the driver A finishes the
manipulation or not. In specific, the determination is made
based on a flowchart of a finish process in F1G. 5. First, at S50,
it is determined whether a settlement manipulation is made.
When a specified action is made by the driver A for settling a
manipulation, the manipulation detection sensor 12 may
detect the specified action. This results in determining that the
settlement manipulation is made.

When it is determined that the settlement manipulation is
made (S50: YES), it is determined at S18 that the driver A
finishes the manipulation (S56). In contrast, when it is deter-
mined that the settlement manipulation is not made (S50:
NO), S52 is executed next.

At S52, it is determined whether the driver A performs a
manipulation finish action to move or separate a hand farther
from the liquid crystal display panel 24, using the manipula-
tion detection sensor 12. When it is determined that the driver
A moves a hand farther from the liquid crystal display panel
24 (S52: YES), S56 is executed. In contrast, when it is deter-
mined that the driver A does not move a hand farther from the
liquid crystal display panel 24 (S52: NO), S54 is executed.

At S54, it is determined whether or not the driver A per-
forms no manipulation using the manipulation image 324 for
apredetermined time period or duration (for example, 3 min-
utes). The determination at S54 is affirmed when no signal,
which indicates that the touch panel 26 is manipulated, is
transmitted for the predetermined time period. When it is
determined that the driver A performs no manipulation (S54:
YES), S56 is executed. When it is determined that the driver
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A performs a manipulation (S54: NO), it is determined at S18
that the driver A does not finish the manipulation (S58).

It is noted that at S50, S52, the determination is made for
the person whoever is determined to be performing a manipu-
lation intention action. That is, at S18, only the action of the
driver A is determined, whereas at S18, any action of the front
passenger B is not determined.

Then, the flow returns to the erroneous recognition preven-
tion process in FIG. 3. When it is determined that the driver A
finishes the manipulation (S18: YES), S70 is then executed.
In contrast, when it is determined that the driver A does not
finish the manipulation (S18: NO), a standby process is
executed.

AtS70, the sub image 324 and the manipulation image 325,
which were substituted at S16, are switched into the original
sub image 30a and the manipulation image 305. S10 is then
executed again.

The following will explain the process from S20 to S24 and
S70 is explained. The process of S20 to S24 is executed when
it is determined at S12 that the front passenger B in the front
passenger-side direction is performing a manipulation inten-
tion action to move a hand closer to or move a hand into
contact with the liquid crystal display panel 24 (S12: PAS-
SENGER).

The process of S20 to S24 is different from the process of
S14 to S18 in that it is for the front passenger B in the
passenger-side direction (i.e., on the passenger-seat side),
instead of for the driver A in the driver-side direction (i.e., on
the driver-seat side); therefore, detailed explanation is omit-
ted.

The following will explain the case where it is determined
at S10 that that the manual switchover is selected (S10: NO),
namely, it is determined that the present mode is not a
switchover mode. When it is determined that the present
mode is not a switchover mode (S10: NO), S30 is executed.

At S30, it is determined whether the display switchover
switch 13 is manipulated into the driver seat side or the
passenger seat side. When it is determined that the display
switchover switch 13 is manipulated to the driver seat side
(S30: DRIVER), S32 to S36 are executed. When it is deter-
mined that the display switchover switch 13 is manipulated
into the passenger seat side (S30: PASSENGER), S40 to S44
are executed. When it is determined that the display switcho-
ver switch 13 is not manipulated to either the driver seat side
or the passenger seat side (S30: NO), a standby process is
executed.

At 832, similarly to S14, it is determined whether actually
starting a process, which switches or replaces the sub image
30a and manipulation image 305, is permitted or not. When it
is determined that switching of the manipulation image 305
or the like in the passenger seat side is permitted (S32: YES),
S34 is executed. When it is determined that it is not permitted
(S32: NO), the present process is ended and S10 is repeatedly
executed.

At S34, similar to S16, the sub image 30q and the manipu-
lation image 305, which have been displayed in the passen-
ger-side direction, are switched into the sub image 32a and
the manipulation image 325, which are currently displayed in
the driver-side direction. Thereby, a caution may be provided
for preventing the front passenger B from touching a part of
the displayed manipulation image 325 or the like.

At S36, it is determined whether the display switchover
switch 13 is manipulated to the driver seat side or other than
the driver seat side. When it is determined that the display
switchover switch 13 is still manipulated to the driver seat
side instead of other than the driver seat side (S36: YES), a
standby process is executed. When it is determined that the
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display switchover switch 13 is manipulated to other than the
driver seat side (S36: NO), S70 is executed. At S70, the sub
image 32a and the manipulation image 325, which were
substituted at S34, are switched into the original sub image
30a and the manipulation image 304.

After S70, S10 is again executed. The following will
explain the process of S40 to S44. The process of S40 to S44
is executed when it is determined at S30 that the display
switchover switch 13 is manipulated into the passenger seat
side (S30: PASSENGER).

The process of S40 to S44 is different from the process of
S32 to S44 in that the sub image and the manipulation image
in the driver-side direction are switched, instead of switching
those in the passenger-side direction; the detailed explanation
is omitted.

[Effect]

The present embodiment executes the erroneous recogni-
tion prevention process (FIG. 3), thereby providing the fol-
lowing. When receiving a manipulation using the manipula-
tion image 324 for the guidance image 32 displayed in the
driver-side direction (S12: DRIVER), the image display
apparatus 1 displays the same manipulation image 325 for the
guidance image 32 in the passenger-side direction, thereby
providing a caution, as indicated in FIG. 4.

Therefore, the caution performed by the image display
apparatus 1 according to the present embodiment prevents the
front passenger B sitting in the front passenger seat from
touching the screen of the liquid crystal display panel 24
during the manipulation of the driver A. This also prevents the
front passenger B sitting in the front passenger seat from
executing an erroneous manipulation from a viewpoint of the
driver A.

Further, the caution performed by the image display appa-
ratus 1 according to the present embodiment prevents the
front passenger B sitting in the front passenger seat from
moving a hand closer to or moving a hand into contact with
the liquid crystal display panel 24. This can prevent the driver
A from having an erroneous recognition to suppose that the
front passenger B on the front passenger side causes an erro-
neous manipulation.

According to the present embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 4, when a person whose hand approaches or touches the
liquid crystal display panel 24 is the driver A, the process
starts which displays the manipulation image 3254 in the pas-
senger-side direction to be visible from the front passenger
seat side (S12 to S16).

Therefore, without any need of providing a specific
manipulation for preventing the occurrence of an erroneous
manipulation or erroneous recognition mentioned above,
only when the driver A moves a hand closer to or moves a
hand into contact with the liquid crystal display panel 24, a
caution or attention-seeking may be provided to the front
passenger seat side.

Further, as explained above, the manipulation image 305,
which has been displayed in the passenger-side direction, is
switched into or replaced by the manipulation image 325,
which is the same as that currently displayed in the driver-side
direction, when the driver A moves a hand closer to or moves
a hand into contact with the liquid crystal display panel 24.
Even in such a case, when the driver A performs a manipula-
tion finish manipulation to move a hand away or farther from
the liquid crystal display panel 24 (S52), the original manipu-
lation image 305 is again displayed in the passenger-side
direction (S70).

Therefore, even when, in the passenger-side screen-sized
image, the manipulation image 3056 for the front passenger
seat side is switched into or replaced by the manipulation
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image 324 for the driver seat side (S16), the manipulation
image 305 for the front passenger seat side can be returned
(S70) only by the driver A moving a hand farther or separating
a hand from the liquid crystal display panel 24 (S52).

Further, in the present embodiment, when there is no
manipulation to the touch panel 26 using the manipulation
image 3254 in the driver-side direction for a predetermined
time period (S54) since the manipulation image 305 for the
front passenger seat side is switched into the manipulation
image 325 for the driver seat side, the display in the passen-
ger-side direction is returned to an original display (i.e., the
manipulation image 305) (S70). In addition, when the settle-
ment manipulation to settle a series of manipulations using
the manipulation image 325 is made (S50) after the manipu-
lation image 3054 for the passenger seat side is switched into
the manipulation image 325 for the driver seat side (S16), the
display for the passenger seat side is returned to an original
display (i.e., the manipulation image 305) (S70).

This configuration can reduce minimally the time period
for which the manipulation using the manipulation image 305
is disabled from the passenger seat side. In addition, the
determination as to whether the present mode is a switchover
mode (S10) permits the determination as to whether the pro-
cess (S12 and subsequent) about the automatic switchover of
the manipulation images is executed or not. When a user feels
the automatic switchover complicate or troublesome, the
automatic switchover can be stopped by changing the setting
of the switchover mode.

In addition, in the present embodiment, even when the
automatic switchover is enabled, the automatic switchover
may be disabled with respect to only either the driver seat side
orthe passenger seat side (S14, S20, S32, S40). This responds
to the case where the driver A may feel the automatic switcho-
ver troublesome when the automatic switchover is performed
during driving, for example.

Other Embodiments

In the present embodiment, the action detection sensor 12
is disposed at a position near a roof light which is installed in
a front side of a compartment ceiling between the driver seat
and the front passenger seat. Without need to be limited
thereto, another installation position may be adopted. For
example, it may be installed near a roof light in a center of the
compartment ceiling, or in the instrument panel or the console
panel.

In the present embodiment, the display switchover switch
13 and the display setting switch 14 are mechanical switches
disposed in the console panel. They may be virtual switches
formed as icons on the liquid crystal display panel 24. In such
a case, the touch panel 26 may detect a manipulation to the
switches, for example.

Inthe present embodiment, at the process o S16, S22, S34,
and S42, the sub image and manipulation image in the driver-
side direction or in the passenger-side direction are switched.
In addition to switching the sub image and the manipulation
image, as indicated in FIG. 6, a notice image 34, which
indicates that any manipulation is forbidden (e.g., “DO NOT
TOUCH?”), may be superimposed on the sub image and the
manipulation image, which have been substituted.

In the present embodiment, the erroneous recognition pre-
vention process is applied to the case where two different
images (the video image and the guidance image) are dis-
played in the driver-side direction and in the passenger-side
direction, respectively. Without need to limited thereto, it may
be applied to the case where the same image is displayed in
both the driver-side direction and the passenger-side direc-
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tion, or the case where one image is displayed in only either
the driver-side direction or the passenger-side direction.

In addition, in the present embodiment, S12 considers a
manipulation intention action by the driver A or the front
passenger B of moving a hand closer to the liquid crystal
display panel 24 or moving a hand into contact with the liquid
crystal display panel 24. In this case, when there is an action
by a hand of the driver A or the front passenger B of moving
closer to the liquid crystal display panel, it may be determined
that there is an action of moving a hand closer to the liquid
crystal display panel 24. Further, when a hand of the driver A
or the front passenger B enters a range of a predetermined
distance from the liquid crystal display panel 24, it may be
determined that there is an action of moving a hand closer to
the liquid crystal display panel 24. Further, when a hand of the
driver A or the front passenger B touches the screen of the
liquid crystal display panel 24, it may be determined that the
driver A or. the front passenger B moves a hand into contact
with the liquid crystal display panel 24.

In addition, in the present embodiment, S52 considers an
action by the driver A or the front passenger B of moving a
hand farther from the liquid crystal display panel 24. In this
case, when there is an action by a hand of the driver A or the
front passenger B of moving away from the liquid crystal
display panel or when this action continues for a predeter-
mined time, it may be determined that there is an action of
moving a hand farther from the liquid crystal display panel
24. Further, when, of the driver A or the front passenger B, a
hand, which was in a range of a predetermined distance from
the liquid crystal display panel 24, exits from the range, it may
be determined that there is an action of moving a hand farther
from the liquid crystal display panel 24.

(Correspondence Relation)

The liquid crystal display panel 24 may be also referred to
as a display portion, device, or means. The touch panel 26 and
the manipulation detection circuit 15 may be referred to as a
manipulation reception portion, device, or means. The action
detection sensor 12 may be referred to as an action detection
portion, device, or means. The central control circuit 10 may
be referred to as a control circuit, portion, device, or means.

Further, one of the driver-side direction (i.e., the driver seat
side) and the passenger-side direction (i.e., the passenger seat
side) may be referred to as a first visual recognition direction;
the other may be referred to as a second visual recognition
direction.

One of the manipulation image 305 displayed in the driver-
side direction and the manipulation image 325 displayed in
the passenger-side direction may be referred to as a first
manipulation image; the other may be referred to as a second
manipulation image.

S12to S70 in FIG. 3 executed by the central control circuit
10 may be referred to as an erroneous recognition prevention
section, device, or means.

While the present disclosure has been described with ref-
erence to preferred embodiments thereof, it is to be under-
stood that the disclosure is not limited to the preferred
embodiments and constructions. The present disclosure is
intended to cover various modification and equivalent
arrangements. In addition, while the various combinations
and configurations, which are preferred, other combinations
and configurations, including more, less or only a single
element, are also within the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure.
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What is claimed is:

1. An image display apparatus comprising:

a display portion which displays a plurality of screen-sized
images corresponding to a plurality of visual recognition
directions in a screen,
the screen-sized images being visible from the respec-

tive visual recognition directions, the visual recogni-
tion directions including a first visual recognition
direction and a second visual recognition direction,
each of the screen-sized images containing (i) a manipu-
lation image and (ii) a manipulated image to be
manipulated via the manipulation image;
amanipulation reception portion which receives a manipu-
lation via one of the manipulation images that are
included in the screen-sized images displayed by the
display portion, the manipulation images being visible
from the respective visual recognition directions,
the manipulation images including a first manipulation
image corresponding to the first visual recognition
direction and a second manipulation image corre-
sponding to the second visual recognition direction,
the manipulated images including a first manipulated
image that is manipulated via the first manipulation
image and a second manipulated image that is
manipulated via the second manipulation image;

an action detection portion that detects whether a manipu-
lator, who is located in one of the visual recognition
directions, takes an action to perform a manipulation to
the manipulation reception portion;

a control circuit that which executes a control correspond-
ing to a manipulation performed by the manipulator to
the manipulation reception portion via one of the
manipulation images in the display portion; and

an erroneous recognition prevention section, wherein:

a subject manipulation is performed by a subject manipu-
lator via the first manipulation image displayed in the
first visual recognition direction, the subject manipula-
tor being located in the first visual recognition direction
and detected by the action detection portion as taking the
action to perform the subject manipulation to the
manipulation reception portion; and

when the subject manipulation is received by the manipu-
lation reception portion, the erroneous recognition pre-
vention section controls the display portion to display
the second manipulated image and the first manipulation
image in the second visual recognition direction by
replacing the second manipulation image, having been
displayed in the second visual recognition direction
before the subject manipulation is received, with an
image identical to the first manipulation image currently
displayed in the first visual recognition direction.

2. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein:

the erroneous recognition prevention section controls the
display portion to start displaying the first manipulation
image in the second visual recognition direction when
the action detection portion detects a subject action by
the subject manipulator located in the first visual recog-
nition direction as the taken action to perform the subject
manipulation to the manipulation reception portion, the
subject action being one of (i) moving a hand of the
subject manipulator closer to a screen of the display
portion and (ii) moving a hand of the subject manipula-
tor into contact with the screen of the display portion.

3. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein:
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when the action detection portion detects an action by the
subject manipulator located in the first visual recogni-
tion direction of moving a hand farther from a screen of
the display portion in a state where the first manipulation
image is displayed in the second visual recognition
direction,

the erroneous recognition prevention section controls the
display portion to finish displaying the first manipula-
tion image in the second visual recognition direction.

4. The image display apparatus according to claim 3,

wherein:

when the erroneous recognition prevention section con-
trols the display portion to finish displaying the first
manipulation image in the second visual recognition
direction,

the erroneous recognition prevention section controls the
display portion to display the second manipulation
image in the second visual recognition direction by
replacing the first manipulation image.

5. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein:

when the manipulation reception portion does not receive a

manipulation for a predetermined duration in a state
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where the first manipulation image is displayed in the
second visual recognition direction,

the erroneous recognition prevention section controls the
display portion to finish displaying the first manipula-
tion image in the second visual recognition direction.

6. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein:

when a settlement manipulation, which settles a series of
manipulations via the first manipulation image, is
received in a state where the first manipulation image is
displayed in the second visual recognition direction,

the erroneous recognition prevention section controls the
display portion to finish displaying the first manipula-
tion image in the second visual recognition direction.

7. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein:

in a state where the first manipulation image is displayed in
the second visual recognition direction, the erroneous
recognition prevention section further controls the dis-
play portion to display a notice image in the second
visual recognition direction, the notice image indicating
prohibition of a manipulation to the manipulation recep-
tion portion.



